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Background
● Asian Americans are the fastest growing racial group in the country
● Record high turnout in 2018 for midterm elections
● Growing importance in many competitive states and Congressional districts

○ NV, NC, GA, TX, FL, PA, MI for presidential
○ Southern CA, Texas, NJ, and more for Congressional

● “Immigrant voters” include about as many Asian Americans as Latinx 
people
○ Asian Americans are the only racial group that is majority immigrant
○ Language need is actually higher among Asian Americans than Latinos

● Despite significant diversity by socioeconomic status, remarkable solidarity 
on many issues around themes of inclusion, social safety net, and 
economic justice



2020 Asian American Voter Survey

● 1,569 Registered Asian American Voters
● National sample includes Chinese, Filipino, Asian Indian, Korean, 

Japanese, Vietnamese registered voters
● Interviews in English, Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese
● Conducted via telephone and online
● Fielded July 15 to September 10, 2020



2020 AAVS Survey samples and margins of error 

Asian American 1,569 ( +/- 2%) Indian 250   (+/- 6%)

Chinese 306   (+/- 6%)

Filipino 263   (+/- 6%)

Japanese 226   (+/-7%)

Korean 250   (+/- 6%)

Vietnamese 264   (+/- 6%)

95% confidence interval



Key Findings

● Asian Americans are highly motivated this year
○ Many are still persuadable, but are not getting contacted by either party
○ Among those who have made up their mind, they favor Biden over Trump by nearly a 2:1 ratio
○ Indian Americans strongest on Dem identification and voting
○ Vietnamese are the only large Asian American group favoring Trump over Biden

● Economy, Health care, Education, and Racial discrimination top voter concerns
○ On economy, Republicans slightly favored
○ On all other issues, strong advantage for Democrats

● On a range of issues, Asian American voters are progressive
○ On immigration, racial justice, gun control, environmental protection

● Impacts of COVID-19 not only on racial discrimination, but also on health, 
unemployment, and financial well being















Vote Choice













Policy Priorities for November
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Race, discrimination, remedies















COVID-related challenges
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You have more power in your personal relationship

Representing an Organization
https://outreachcircle.com/MHW792

Individual Volunteer 
https://outreachcircle.com/IPA483

Youth-Affiliated Organization 
https://outreachcircle.com/LVC189

https://outreachcircle.com/MHW792
https://outreachcircle.com/IPA483
https://outreachcircle.com/LVC189
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Voting By the Numbers

● 54% plan to vote by mail or absentee ballot
● 44% plan to vote in person (early/election day)
● More than 1 in 3 Asian Americans would use language 

assistance to vote if available

Assistance:

● Voter hotline at 1-888-API-VOTE (888-274-8683)
○ Mandarin, Cantonese, Korean, Vietnamese, Tagalog, 

Urdu, Hindi, Bengali/Bangla, and English



The Issues

● An overwhelming majority (70%) support affirmative 
action

● 2 out of 3 rank immigration as an important issue
○ Majority support pathway to citizenship
○ Strong support for health coverage regardless of 

immigration status
● More than ¾ of Asian Americans worry about 

discrimination during COVID-19
●



Reactions From the Field
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